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JOY IS NOT THE ABSENCE OF PAIN AND SORROW BUT THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

“JOY to the world, the Lord has come.” Having JOY is to experience great pleasure or delight. Certainly,
there is cause for unspeakable JOY in knowing that God sent His son to earth to redeem us from the power and
penalty of sin. The Holiday season is for many a time of JOY and happiness.

For most, the gathering of family and friends fills hearts with enJOYment. But There are also many who

e aﬂ\!ﬂ' ‘Ew struggle with this time of the year because of the loss of family and friends. As much as one may want to focus on
VISIT OUR WEB SITE: > s .eaglesummitministry.org JOY, the real|t.y F)f.the abs:ence of a spouse, .a ch|I<.:|, ? paren.t or a friend makes hohc_:lays a cha.IIetnge. N? matter how
one may try, it is impossible to ignore reality. It is impossible to pretend that all is well. It is impossible to not to

see that empty place at the table. The forever absence of someone we love can drain JOY.

Studies indicate that JOY improves health, well-being and even a person's mood. Biblical JOY is founded
Our ESM Board and | thank you for your prayer and financial support. Some of you have on the truth of God’s word and the certainty of a future that is out of this world. “. . . The JOY of the Lord is your
partnered with us since the very beginning of our fledgling ministry A strength.” Nehemiah 8:10 That JOY is the result of a personal relationship with out Creator through the death,
7////[1///’//// burial and resurrection of Jesus.

JOY is a state of feeling intense happiness, satisfaction, pleasure, and gratitude. These emotions are close-
ly related to JOY but are not the same. C. S. Lewis saw a distinction between JOY, pleasure, and happiness. He
. o ) _ wrote the following, "l sometimes wonder whether all pleasures are not substitutes for JOY. JOY . . . must be dis-
; partnership is incredibly encouraging. THANK YOU SO MUCH. .4 : tinguished both from happiness and pleasure. JOY has . . . one characteristic . . . the fact that anyone who has ex-
perienced it will want it again. | doubt whether anyone who has tasted it would ever . . . exchange JOY for all the
pleasures in the world. But then JOY is never in our power and pleasure often is.”

It is not a natural response to think that living through trials and negative circumstances would be an oc-
casion for JOY. Choosing to respond to life’s difficult situations with inner contentment and satisfaction doesn’t
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28 years ago. Without your partnership it would have been impossi-
ble for us to fulfill the purpose of Eagle Summit, TO SERVE GOD’S
SERVANTS . You have made our ministry possible. Your continued

WHERE WE'VE BEEN & WHERE WE'REHEA

Wayne Morris continues preaching at New Hope Bible Church, Spoka e@ey‘: 1 _ ‘ : tu
October—6, 13,20, 27 Country Bible Church, Dusty, WA (Papst, Hippe, Morris) I , seem to make SENse. l0Yisa choice! The Lord is the origi-
October—8 AWANA CLUB, New Hope Bible Church, Spokane Valley, WA (Hippe) natotr ff tlruefJOY.' Cm:(r'\t(;t aLI 10¥, mlz brottr;]erts,ﬂ\:vhfn ;ou
October—20, 27 Mending Fences Fellowship, Spokane, WA (Hippe, Kennedy) meet trials of various Kinds, Tor youl know that the testing
October 26—ESM Board Meeting, Spokane Valley, WA of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfast-

- ’ ’ ness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and com-
November 16—Sprague Community Church fellowship breakfast, Sprague, WA (Hippe) Y yoep

) v ). plete, lacking in nothing.” James 1:2-4
November—3,10,17,24, Sprague Community Church, Sprague, WA (Ackerman, Evans) LLapey NewYer! In their video entitled “JOY,” THE BIBLE PROJECT

JOY TO THE WORLD THE LORD HAS COME.

has some interesting insight into the biblical idea of JOY.
WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY EVEN ON SHORT NOTICE. Their videos have meaningful biblical word studies and are

Do you need assistance with Pulpit Supply, Creative Outreach Programs, AWANA or Kid’s Clubs, Sunday School, well worth the time to view. In the Hebrew of the Old
Family Camp, Teen or Kid’s camps or other special events? Contact us. We are here to serve. Testament, there are a variety of words that describe the
Executive Director: Rev. George Hippe * 10817 E. 16TH AVENUE, SPOKANE VALLEY, WA 99206 feeling of being in a good mood, like happy, cheerful, and
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In the Greek New Testament, there are three words that refer to the feeling of JOY and happiness. What
makes these biblical JOY words interesting is noticing the kinds of things that bring happiness and seeing how JOY is
a key theme that runs throughout the Bible.

SOURCES OF JOY

In Genesis 1, God says that this world is very good. As a result, we find JOY in the beauti-
ful and good things of life, like a beautiful sunset, the fragrance of a pine forest or the sound of a
peaceful waterfall. People find JOY at a wedding, in their children and even with a new puppy.
Proverbs 27:9 compared the JOY perfume brings to your nose with the JOY a good friend brings to
your heart. Life is not all about JOY.

We live in a world that has been corrupted by our own selfishness. It is marked by death
and loss. Biblical faith offers a unique perspective on JOY. It is an attitude God's people purpose-
fully choose, not because of happy circumstances, but because their future and their HOPE are grounded in God's
love and the promises found in His word. When the Israelites were suffering from slavery in Egypt, God raised up
Moses to lead them into freedom. The first thing the Israelites did was sing for JOY, even though they were in the
middle of a desert. They were vulnerable. The promised land was still far away. They REJOICED anyway.

Later biblical poets looked back on this story, and they remembered how "The Lord caused his people to
leave with JOY, his chosen ones with shouts of JOY." Psalm 105:43 This JOY in the wilderness was a defining mo-
ment, a way of saying that the JOY of God's people is not determined by their struggles, by their future destiny.

This theme appears later in Israel's story when Israel suffered under the oppression of foreign empires. The
prophet Isaiah looked for a day when God would raise up a new deliverer like Moses. That is when those redeemed
by the Lord will return to Zion with glad shouts, with eternal JOY crowning their heads. Happiness and JOY will over-
take them. While the Israelites waited, they chose JOY to anticipate their future redemption.

This is why it is significant that when Jesus of Nazareth was born, it
was announced as good news that brings great JOY. We are told that Jesus
himself REJOICED and gave thanks to God, his father, when He began to an-
nounce the kingdom of God. He even taught his followers the same JOY in the
wilderness saying," When people reject you or persecute you for following me,
REJOICE, be very glad, because your reward is great in Heaven." Matthew 5:12

After his death and resurrection, Jesus commissioned his followers to
go out and announce the good news that he was the risen king of the world. As they did, the early Christian com-
munities were known for being full of JOY even when they were persecuted. When the Apostle Paul was sitting in a
dirty Roman prison, he could say that he had chosen JOY, even if he gets executed. He called this the JOY of faith, or
JOY in the Lord. He believed it was the gift of God's Spirit, a sign that Jesus' presence is with you, inspiring hope
even during hardship.

When you remember that the love of Jesus has overcome death itself, JOY becomes reasonable in the dark-
est of circumstances. This doesn't mean that you ignore or suppress your sorrow. That is not healthy or necessary.
Paul often expressed his grief about missing loved ones, or losing friends, or his own freedom. He called it "Being
full of sorrow and yet REJOICING."

As he acknowledged his pain, he also made a choice to trust Jesus that his loss wouldn't be the final word.
This is very different from the trite advice to “turn that frown upside down.” Christian JOY is a profound decision of
faith and hope in the power of Jesus' own life and love. That’s biblical JOY is all about.

“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the JOY that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God” Hebrews 12:2

May your Christmas and New Year bring increased JOY as you deepen your relationship with your

spread
the

John 3:16

Savior and trust the truth of God’s word looking beyond the limits of this earth. I

DO YOU NEED A LISTENING EAR AND HEART? DO YOU NEED ENCOURAGEMENT FOR YOUR SOUL?
Here is contact information for two couples who would be pleased to come along side you
and lift your spirit. Email or phone for a listening ear and an understanding heart.

Steve and Phyllis Grimm: stevenjgrimm@gmail.com * 509.919.9309
Mike and Kathy Field: mike@lookslikecoffee.net * 503-586-8839

Thoughts from Dawna . . . You Might Be Wrong

“You’re a nobody. You’re going to lose, and | hope you crawl back under the rock you came
out of after this election.”

If you run for a high-profile political office, the stuff people will criticize and ridicule you for can
be outlandish. Some criticism you’d expect like, “You’re not qualified.” but then there’s the
things that get downright crazy. My husband Dan is running for sheriff in our county and ini-
tially, we thought he’d be able to run on his ideas, policies, proven successes, and leadership.

Then the attacks started flooding in through social media, private messages, emails, and phone calls. As his support
grew, the opposition became more hysterical. | manage many aspects of the campaign which means | screen a lot of
the messages before he sees them. This puts me in a unique position of having to see heinous and inflammatory
things about a man who | deeply admire, love, and respect. | read these things and I’'m thinking, you’re not talking
about a distant guy who's running for office, you’re talking about my husband. Can’t these people imagine someone
speaking to their husband, wife, daughter, or son this way? Can’t they imagine that maybe, just maybe, they’re wrong
about what they’re saying?

1 Thessalonians 2:1-3 Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonica

2 You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had previously suffered and been
treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face
of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to
trick you.

One line in the verse above says, “...we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition.” It's not a very
colorful sentence and it’s easy to lack imagination regarding what people were saying and doing to Paul when he
dared to tell them about God, his creator, who he loved deeply. Not only does he say he was treated outrageously in
Philippi, but the attacks were also deeply personal.

Stand Up

%&gﬁ%‘? stand against something big, and the forces of our opposition are mighty. It’s in our faces
SN\

While | don’t compare running for office to spreading the gospel, Dan and | have taken a

Even If e from morning until night. It reminds me that there have been people throughout history who
You Stand have put their lives on the line, risked looking (and feeling) foolish, took a stand, and perse-
vered in the face of opposition. Remember this when you read your Bible, remember it when
you vote, remember it before you open your mouth and criticize someone else who's risking
their own time and treasure, even when you don’t agree with them, because sometimes you might actually be wrong.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58 STANDING FIRM WITH MY MOM, DAWNA

LET US
PRAY FOR
@)

WE CONTINUE TO NEED YOUR PRAYERS

e Country Bible Church in Dusty, WA as they seek a new shepherd for their flock
e Wisdom and health for our son, George Il, with ongoing health challenges
e Pastor Kevin Che’n and his wife Janell, as they face Kevin’s heart valve repair (October 16th) and ongoing

dialysis treatments. As of the end of October, Kevin’s surgery went well and he is slowly recovering.

e Praise for good personal health.
e Praise for God’s goodness with ministry finances
e Praise for men who have been available for pulpit supply assistance



